
 
 

I want to begin this message by wishing all NSATA Members a Happy New Year!  I hope that each of you were able 
to find a bounty of reasons to be thankful and were blessed with many joyful memories to reflect upon at the year’s 
end.   This year has proven to be an extremely productive year for the NSATA and I wanted to take this opportuni-
ty to update all of you on some of the key things that have been happening since the NSATA Summer Meeting in 
July. 
 
NSATA Website and Public Relations 
 
Last year, the Website and Public Relations committees were combined and Jessica O’Neel agreed to serve as the 
chair of this committee.  Since her appointment, she has been extremely active in the public relations arena not only 
at the state level, but at the district level as well.  In July, she was appointed as the Public Relations Chair for District 
V.   If you have any ideas or hot topics relating to our efforts in Public Relations, please let Jessica know. 
 
With regards to our website, as many of you will have recognized by now, it has undergone some fairly dramatic 
changes in the past six months.  Jessica has been working diligently to update the website and ensure that infor-
mation is disseminated in an organized and timely fashion.  I want to thank Jessica for all of the time that she has 
spent in helping us accomplish our goal of increasing our communication and visibility through the website 
(www.nsata.org) and other electronic avenues.  Many of you have received e-blasts from her on our behalf and we 
will continue to work hard to make the website your resource for information about the NSATA and Athletic 
Training in Nebraska.  If you have any topics, ideas or comments on information that you would like to see on the 
website, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica at jessicaoneel@gmail.com. 
 
NSATA and Nebraska Orthopaedic Hospital Scholarship 
 
Last November, we sent an e-blast out to the membership regarding the formation of the 
NSATA and Nebraska Orthopaedic Hospital Scholarship Program.  I just wanted to again 
reiterate how excited we are to be able to partner with NOH in this opportunity to pro-
mote the academic and professional development of athletic training students within the 
state of Nebraska.   Over the next two years, the scholarship program will allow us to 
provide $2,500 annually to help students in the areas of leadership and academics.  This is 
the first step in our efforts to develop an ongoing and sustainable scholarship program. 
 
In February, as a part of this program, a $500 scholarship will be provided to Matt Harrington from the University of 
Nebraska-Kearney to attend the iLead Student Leadership Seminar in Washington, DC.   This will be an excellent 
opportunity for Matt to interact and network with students from across the country as he takes part in a two-day 
seminar designed to help today’s students develop the skills necessary to lead the profession in the future. 
 
Drew Erks has agreed to chair the Scholarship Committee which was formed and charged with developing the appli-
cation and selection criteria for the academic scholarship as well as the amounts of each scholarship to be awarded.   
This March, $2000 will be awarded, with $2500 being awarded in 2012.  We hope to have the applications available 
within the next couple of weeks.  Keep your eyes open for more information as it becomes available!! 
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Governmental Affairs 
 
In 2006, the Executive Board established that we needed to secure the services of a lobbyist to help keep our associa-
tion informed and visible to the legislators at the Capitol in Lincoln.  After four years of planning and searching, we are 
extremely fortunate to have been able to secure the services of Kate Jarecke.  Our partnership with Kate was finalized 
over the summer and since that time, we have made huge strides with our governmental affairs efforts. 
 
This January, a bill focusing on Concussion Awareness in Youth Sports will be introduced in the upcoming legislative 
session by Senator Steve Lathrop of Omaha.  This bill has been developed through the combined efforts of the Nebras-
ka Brain Injury Association, the NSATA, Daniel Tomes, MD, and Dr. Lori Terryberry-Spohr.   Last July, a committee 

was formed on behalf of the NSATA to look at the development of this bill.  The committee has worked hard to ensure that a 
bill protecting our youth from concussions, as well as educating the public about them will be presented.  The NSATA Com-
mittee includes:  Todd Goshorn, Rob Marshall, Mac McCuistion, Rusty McKune, Bill Murphy and Dave Schultz. 
 
The writing of the bill is only the first step.  Once the bill is introduced, we will be calling on all members of the NSATA to 
contact their legislators and urging them to support this legislation.  Kate has gone through our membership list and matched 
all of our members up with their legislators.  When the time comes, we will notify each of you who to contact via the website 
and e-blasts.  Additionally,  we hope to have documents available on the website to help make the process as easy as possible. 
 
I cannot thank the committee members enough for the time, effort and expertise that each of them provided.  Looking ahead, I 
hope that we can count on each of you for your support as this bill goes through the legislative process.   We may call on you 
to provide a variety of services on behalf of the NSATA and I hope that you will be willing to answer that call. 
 
NSAA Championships 
 
Those of you that have worked the Championship events in Lincoln may have noticed a change from the past.  After serving 
the association for 14 years on what we now call the Championship Committee, Dave Schultz stepped down from his co-chair 
position.  Those of you that have worked the NSAA Championship events have no doubt been witness to and benefactor of his 
efforts and ideas.   I’d like to extend a heart-felt thank you to Dave for all that he has done, and continues to do for the NSATA 
and the athletic training profession across the state. 
 
Rob Marshall stepped into Dave’s role to co-chair this committee with Scott Martens.  They have continued to work hand-in-
hand with the Executive Board, host-sites, and the NSATA membership to ensure that our high school student-athletes contin-
ue to receive the quality care that our membership has been able to provide through the years.   
 
I’d like to again thank Rob, Scott, Dave, and Todd Goshorn (who oversaw the sites for softball and volleyball) for their efforts 
this fall.  I look forward to the winter and spring championship events and our continued relationship with the NSAA in this 
important service that is provided to the high school student-athletes from across the state. 
 
Finance Committee 
 
Last July, we reported to you that we have formed a committee to work on developing an actual budget that will help guide the 
NSATA in our efforts to remain fiscally responsible and accountable to the membership.  This committee has been working on 
the development of this budget and plan to have a draft ready for review at the January Executive Board Meeting.  We will keep 
you informed of our finances and of this process as we work through it. 
 
There are so many other things that I could go on about.  The NSATA and most importantly you, the members, are performing 
services that are outstanding, extremely important and valuable to all of the individuals that we serve, directly and indirectly, 
across this state.   Often times things are done behind the scenes and without the recognition that is so often deserved.  Yet, 
we continue to do them because, well, that’s what we, as Athletic Trainers, do!  While it may only scratch the surface, I want 
to extend a thank-you to each of you, for all that you do.  Always remember that you do make a difference! 
 
In closing, I would like to encourage you to continue to read through the newsletter that accompanies this message.  It’s a new 
approach to sharing information and we hope that you find it beneficial and informative.  In it, you will find a number of im-
portant facts, dates and upcoming events that will impact each of you in some way.  As always, you know that I am available and 
want to hear from each of you.  Please share your thoughts, concerns and ideas on things that we can do to help ensure that 
the NSATA is continuing to serve you, our most important asset, to its fullest.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rusty McKune 
President 
Nebraska State Athletic Trainers’ Association 

Don’t forget! 
Certified members are able to vote for  

District V President and Secretary  
at www.maata.net through January 28, 2011. 

Vote today! 
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Student Leadership Council 

NSAA Championships 

Thank you to those who vol-
unteered their time and ef-
forts providing medical cover-
age for NSAA Fall Champion-
ships.  Please submit the re-
quired paperwork to your site 
coordinator after working an 
event to ensure you receive 
credit for the hours volun-
teered.  The form is available 
at www.nsata.org.   

 

Please remember ATs will 
need to donate 15 working 
hours at NSAA Championship 
Events to earn the apparel 
package. 

Athletic Trainers interested in 
working State Championship 
events, please contact the 
appropriate site coordinator. 

 
 
Omaha Events: 
Scott Martens 
(402) 740-1958 
 
Lincoln Events: 
Rob Marshall 
(402) 910-8273 
 

Winter Events 

 

Wrestling  
February 17-19, 2011 
Omaha, NE 
 
Swimming & Diving  
February 24-26, 2011 
Lincoln, NE 
 
Girls’ Basketball  
March 3-5, 2011 
Lincoln, NE 
 
Boys’ Basketball 
March 10-12, 2011 
Lincoln, NE 

 

MAATA News 

 

Undergraduate and Postgradu-
ate students are encouraged to 
apply for District V scholar-
ships.  Scholarships will be 
awarded in the amount of 
$500.  Please complete the 
application and submit the 
appropriate materials by Janu-
ary 15, 2011.  Applicants can 
find the application at 
www.nsata.org and 
www.maata.net 

 

 

 

 

NATA News   

 

NATA undergraduate student 
members are invited to submit 
original manuscripts for the annual 
student writing contest.  One win-
ner will be selected for each of the 
following categories: 

 Original Research 

 Case Report 

 Literature Review 

All entries must be received by 
March 1, 2011 for consideration.  
Please refer to www.nata.org for 
the full contest guidelines and more 
information. 

NSATA News 

 

This fall NSATA members re-
ceived an e-blast announcing a 
new partnership with Nebraska 
Orthopaedic Hospital.  NOH 
has agreed to provide monies 
over the next couple years to 
help support the academic and 
leadership development of stu-
dents enrolled in CAATE ac-
credited athletic training educa-
tion programs in Nebraska.  
Drew Erks will serve as the 
NSATA Scholarship Committee 
Chairman.   
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National Athletic Training Month 
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In 2010, the NSATA Public Rela-
tions Committee reached thou-
sands of Nebraskans with their 
efforts.  State and local proclama-
tions, public service announce-
ments, press releases, newspaper 
articles and other efforts helped the 
public understand our profession 
and the criticality of what we do.  
The NATA showered our efforts 
with praise and the NSATA was 
bestowed Best State Association 
Effort Honorable Mention in the 
2010 NATA National Athletic 
Training Month Public Relations 
Contest. 
 
This year the Committee plans to 
raise the bar even higher.  With 
concussion legislation being intro-
duced in January, it is especially 
important to make contact with the 
state legislators, media and the 
press.  It is important for each of us 
to promote ourselves and our pro-
fession.  One of the best tools you 
can have prepared  is an elevator 
speech.  This is a 15-second de-
scription of what you do as a pro-
fessional.  The Members Only sec-
tion of our NSATA website has 
examples of elevator speeches to 
help you compose one of your 
own. 
 
The thought of “being in the spot-
light” may be intimidating to some, 
but PR is really very simple and 
many of you are doing it already. If 
you have summarized your job to 

friends, family or parents of stu-
dent-athletes, that is PR. Speaking 
to students at a career fair or al-
lowing them to job shadow you is 
PR. Communicating with the media 
on the sideline or promoting your 
profession through social media is 
PR.  Chances are, you are already 
doing it!  PR is simply spreading 
the good word.   
 
The 2011 NATM Theme is Not All 
Athletes Wear Jerseys.     
 
Here are five key phrases to utilize 
in your PR efforts: 
 
1-Not all athletes wear jerseys, 
2-Athletic trainers are experts, 
3-Athletic trainers save lives, 
4-The athletic trainer is the health 
care system for athletes and others, 
5-Athletic trainers take responsibil-
ity and lower risk. 
 
Easy ways you can participate in 
NATM include: 
 
1-Change your voicemail greeting 
to include the message: “March is 
National Athletic Training Month,” 
and answer your phones in the 
same manner. 
 
2-Include “March is National Ath-
letic Training Month” and the 
NATM logo below your signature 
line on all e-mails you send  
 
 

3-Invite your administrators to see 
what you do for a day. 
 
4-Sponsor contests for students to 
design posters, websites, videos and 
Internet blogs about NATM.  
 
5-Contact your local Nebraska 
representative to support the soon 
to be introduced concussion legisla-
tion.  Even consider inviting them to 
your setting for a site visit.  
 
More information can be found on 
the NATA website.  A PR toolkit 
will be at your disposal soon.   
 
This is your time to make a differ-
ence.   

The licensee can renew his/her 
license by paying the renewal fee 
and returning the completed re-
newal notice attesting to the com-
pletion of 25 hours of continu-
ing education taken during the 
preceding 24 month period.  
 
All Athletic Training licenses 
that do not meet the renewal 
requirements will expire. 

All Nebraska Athletic Training  
licenses expire May 1 of each odd-
numbered year.  
 
The Nebraska Regulatory Board 
will send the license holder a re-
newal notice at least 30 days before 
May 1 of each odd-numbered year 
to the license holder’s last address 
on record.  
 
 

*Reminder* Renew your state license by May 1, 2011 

Nebraska Athletic Trainers accepting the Nebraska State 
Proclamation for March 2010 National Athletic Training Month in 
Lincoln at the State Capital. 
 
Photo: Courtesy of the State of Nebraska  (L-R) Rusty McKune, 
Danielle Kleber, Aaron Madsen, Gov. Dave Heineman, Rob Marshall, 
Jessica O’Neel and Rebecca Wardlaw  

Mark Kwikkel and Karyn Constant 
provide assistance to a Dana    
Football Player 



Hall of Fame Nominations 
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The highest honor a member of 
the NSATA can receive is induc-
tion into the NSATA Hall of Fame.  
The NSATA invites eligible and 
deserving athletic trainers as well 
as other health professional, busi-
ness professionals, educators and 
so on, to apply for this prestigious 
honor and be recognized for their 
contributions to the profession of 
athletic training.  Professionals are 
inducted into the NSATA Hall of 
Fame every three years.   
 
Nominations can be submitted by 
any member of the NSATA 
through the Hall of Fame Commit-
tee members.  The Hall of Fame 
Committee is chaired by Vice Pres-
ident Aaron Madsen and the com-
mittee members include Lonnie 
Jauken and Greg Limbach (Honors 
and Awards Chairs), Jessica O’Neel 
(Public Relations and Webmaster 
Advisory Chair), Todd Goshorn 
(Education Chair), and Rusty 
McKune (Governmental Affairs 
Chair). 
 
Nomination forms are available at 
www.nsata.org.  The application 
must be returned to Aaron Madsen 
by October 1, 2011 via mail, email 
or fax. 
 

Athletic trainers are eligible based 
on contributions to the athletic 
training profession who have 
brought distinction to the  NSA-
TA or have been recognized as 
having given superior service to 
the NSATA: 
Must have been a member of 

the NATA for at least 20 years. 
Must have worked in the prac-

tice setting in Nebraska for at 
least 10 years. 

Must have been a paying mem-
ber of the NSATA for at least 
80% of the years of service in 
Nebraska. 

Must have been licensed in 
Nebraska. 

 
Non-Athletic Trainers may also 
be eligible to be inducted into the  
NSATA Hall of Fame as well.  The 
criteria used for these nominees 
are as follows: 
Must have three or more signif-

icant contributions to the pro-
fession of athletic training.  
Activities may involve: volun-
teer service, speakers at sym-
posiums, writing of legislation, 
hiring and promoting of athletic 
training etc. 

Must have a clean professional 
record. 

The following athletic trainers 
meet the NSATA Hall of Fame 
NSATA years of service and 
NATA membership require-
ments.  These members may be 
eligible to be inducted into the 
NSATA Hall of Fame. 
 
 Steve Brace 
 Brad Brown 
 Julie Buck 
 Kathleen Calder 
 John Carda 
 Jay Carlson 
 Lynn Conley 
Dodd Cox 
 Thomas Defrense 
 Tim Ellis 
Denise Fandel 
 Thomas Frette 
 Ron Hald 
 Laura Imig 
 James A. Johnston 
 Barb Keil 
 Sheila Lemmert 
 Pat Liebsack 
Greg Limbach 
Cheryl Lindly 
Doug Long 
 Phillip Lutz 

 

 Terry Maly 
 Kim Marlatt 
Mike McCuiston 
 Suzanne Nano 
 John Nickolite 
Doak Ostergard 
Mary Robotham 
 Steve Ronspies 
Dave Schultz 
Guy Sheldon 
 Brad Siebler 
 Brett Smith 
 Judy Smith 
 Tamela Stout 
 James Varner 
 Jerel Welker 

 
If you feel your name should be 
included in the eligibility list 
above, please contact Aaron 
Madsen, Hall of Fame Commit-
tee Chair, as there may be a 
discrepancy in the service and 
membership data on file.  Your 
voice will help remedy any 
inaccurate information obtained 
for the purpose of this list. 
 
Award winners will be an-
nounced and recognized in 
2012. 

word.  Members who change their 
last name (i.e., marriage, etc) will not 
have their password updated without 
authorization.  Please contact the 
Webmaster if this pertains to you. 
 
Example: 
Username:  123456 
Password:  McKune   
 
Members do not have the availability 
to change their username/password 
at this time.  Please contact the Web-
master for additional information or 
to update your login information. 

The NSATA website has under-
gone a facelift and  now has many 
new additions.  One feature that 
was added this summer is the 
Members Only menu.  Information 
contained herein includes sensitive 
information and documents for the 
NSATA membership.  Each mem-
ber has an individual username and 
password.  Members’ username is 
their NATA membership number.  
Members’ password is their last 
name.  Members who have a hy-
phen or apostrophe in their last 
name, may have an alternative pass-

DIY-Website Members Only Login 
Don’t forget to renew your NATA membership for 
2011.  Simply renew online using www.nata.org/
membership/renew before February.  Many professional 
benefits are exclusive to NATA members.  You can also 
make donation towards the NATAPAC before submit-
ting payment for your renewal.  This is just one way you 
can contribute to promoting legislation that impacts our 
profession. 


